CANCER OF THE PENIS IN INDIA

Amongst all malignant neoplasms in the male. can-
cer in the gruitnl organs | penis, leslis, and prosiate )
varies from 2 to 20 per cent (Fig. One). As a demo-
graphic comparison, one may nole the low occur-
rence rale of cancers of the penis and testis and the
relatively high frequency of eancer of the prostate in
the Scandinavian countries and the U.S.A. Cancer
in the male genitals in Japan is rare, and the discase
oeeurs evenly at the three sites. In India, Ceylon, and
China, although cancer as a whaole is less frequent,
the porportion of cancer of the penis is quite high.
Information is not available regarding cancer of the
prostate and testis in China and of the testi= in Cey-
lon, The life expectancy in India is =till a linle over
15 years (lndian census, 1961): thus cancer of the
prostate, a disease of the older age group, will natu-
rally be infrequent,

Owing to the paucily of vital statisties, it is nol
possible 1o state the exact incidence of cancer ol the
wenis in India. The oulpatients’ register of the Tata
Memorial Hospital in Bombay indicates that 1,055
case= of cancer of the penis were recorded during a
period of 22 vears March 1911 through Frebruary,
19G3: 022 cases from the total had pu.-l'l'lu" histalo-
zic evidence of cancer, They were all squamouscell
carcinomas which occasionally showed variations in
the differentiation of cells. Carcinoma of the pems
thus accounts for 2.8 per eent of all malignant neo-
plasms in the male. Information gathered [rom other
hospitals in the country shows a much highter per-
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cenlage of this disease in the South of India, whereas
in the North it is fairly inlrequent.

In Bombay the distribution of penile cancers in
the religious groups or communities was as follows:

Hindus ol coases
Vuslims 12 cases
Indign Christians 33 coases
Parsers 19 cases

Taolal 022 cascs

Circumeision performed very early in life seems
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Table 1
END RESULTS OF TREATED CASFES OF CANCER OF THE PENIS
March, 1911 - June, 1958

Total number of cases - 11/

Made of treatment

Partial amputation of penis - no treatment 1o mguinal
nodes

Partial amputation of penis and dissection of inguinal
nodes

Partial amputation of penis and radiation 1o inguinal
nodes

Radiotherapy 1o penis - no treatment to inguinal nodes

Total amputation of penis - no treatment 1 inguinal

nodes
Fotal amputation of penis and dissecttion of inguinal
nodes

Total amputation of penis and radiation 1o inzuinal
nodes
Total

o protect an individual against subscquent occur.
rence of cancer of the penis, a point well illustrated
by the cases observed at the Tata Memorial Hospi-
tal (Fig. Two). Twenty-five per cent of the patients
were under the age of 30 years —the youngest was
a lad of 11 years (Fig. Three). Syphilis, as judsed
from a positive serological test, was associated with
penile cancer in 10 per cent of the cases. A definite
history of phimosis was recorded in 26 per cent of
the patients. At the time of initial examination, al.
mast 75 per cent of the patients had palpable inguinal

Total Alive for  Dead within Lost 1o
i ber 3 years 3 years Jollow-up
201 107 16 3l
32 22% 26
20 3 19 4
11 3% 165
13 1 31 i
0% 725 19
35 16 7 12
167 20%% 345
ikl 33 25 23
% S0 20%
13 3 0 1
12 2 H 2
11 163 115 101
R 325 215

nodes which were clinically believed to contain me-
tastatic cancer, but at the completion of treatment 1o
the primary lesion, almost 30 per cent of these nodes
proved to be infective in nature —a point worth
noting whilst planning the treatment.

If it is assumed that “the untroced cases™ lollow
the same paltern or survival as “the traced coses”,
and taking into consideration the different age groups
and the modes of therapy, then an adjusted crude sur-
vival rate would be:

Partial amputation of penis - |
no treatment to inguinal nodes )
For all nodes of therapy
together

RESUMEN

El aulor presenta uma revision de la incidencia del
cancer de pene en distintos paises: Suecia, Noruega,
inamarca, Estados Unidos, Japén, India { Bombay |,
Ceylan vy China, datos tomados del reporte de la
Unign Mundial de la Salud, Volumen 13 No. 10, 1960,
v desde luego sehala que los paises que tienen una
mayor incidencia de este lipo de eincer son: India,
( Bombay), Cevlan v China.

Durante un periodo de 22 afos, de marzo de 1911
a febrero de 1963 se recibieron en el Hospital Tala
Memorial de Bombay 1,055 casos de cancer de pene,

Junio de 1964

Sorvival 5 yesrs ..o iiiiuiiiies e T0%%
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de los cuales 922 tuvieron una comprobacion histo-
logica, todos fueron carcinomas espinocclulares.

El carcinoma de pene hasta hoy tiene un 2.8%%
entre todas las neoplasias malignas del hombre, v
scgin la informacion recogida en otros Hospitales del
pais mucstran un mayor porcentaje de incidencia en
el Sur de la India, mientras que en ¢l Norte liene
menor incidencia.

El autor presenta también la incidencia de cancer
de pene en Bombay tomando en cuenta cuatro dis-
lintas religiones. Y sefala que la circuncision practi-
cada tempranamente parece protezer al individuo
contra la aparicion del eincer d‘u pene. Entre los casos
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estudiantes anicamente se¢ senala 26% con anleceden-
tes de fimosis, v sefala también que en el examen ini-
cial de los pacientes un 73%¢ de ellos tenian gan-
clios inguinales palpables. de los cuales ¢l 507 co-
rrespondicron a infeceion.

El autor presenta un resumen de resultados fina.
les en A1 cazos en el tiempo comprendido del mes
de marzo de 1911 al mes de junio de 1958, senalando

lipo de tratamicento, sobre vida por 5 anos, muerles
dentro de 5 aifos v porcentajes de casos perdidos,
dando para terminar eifras totales de sobrevida por
5 afos v muertes durante los 5 anos cuando se prac-
tica amputacion parcial del penc vy ningin trata-
micnto a los ganglios inguinales, v cuando se hizo
tratamiento conjunto de la lesion del pene v de los
ganghos inguinales,
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